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ASOP Global is pleased that CanadaDrugs case has been settled after years of 
hard work by U.S. government, federal and state law enforcement and 
prosecutors to get justice for American patients and their families. On April 13, 
2018  a Montana federal court sentenced CanadaDrugs to pay $34 million for 
importing counterfeit cancer medicines and other unapproved pharmaceuticals 
into the U.S. (link to DOJ-USAO MT Press Release). In business for more than 
17 years, CanadaDrugs purported to provide Americans access to safe, 
affordable medicines. As this case evidenced, CanadaDrugs did no such thing. 
  
Illegal online sale of counterfeit medicine is big business, and CanadaDrugs was 
a leader in the online pharmacy market. Having CanadaDrugs and their affiliates 
offline is a major win for patients. Yes, it took too long and the penalty – a modest 
fine and five years’ probation for CEO Kris Thorkelson – is too light given the 
harms caused, but ASOP Global is heartened that patients will soon no longer be 
duped by CanadaDrug’s slick scheme. ASOP Global applauds the diligence of 
U.S. and Canadian agencies and officials involved in this multi-jurisdictional 
pursuit of justice.  We hope this case will serve as a concrete reminder to 
Americans: buying medicine from Canadian online pharmacies is too often 
unsafe and can kill.   
 
 
ABOUT THE ALLIANCE FOR SAFE ONLINE PHARMACIES  
The Alliance for Safe Online Pharmacies (ASOP Global), a 501(c)(4) non-profit 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. with operations in U.S., 
Canada, Europe, India and Asia, is dedicated to protecting consumers around 
the world, ensuring safe access to medications, and combating illegal online drug 
sellers. 
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justice.gov%2Fusao-mt%2Fpr%2Fcanadian-drug-firm-admits-selling-counterfeit-and-misbranded-prescription-drugs&data=02%7C01%7Cjventresca%40aphanet.org%7C499172d935274bdc0f4a08d5ab7977e5%7C6577def6f03f4adba697e1535f172506%7C1%7C0%7C636603460559828793&sdata=0N5wPJ0mQ7Q2%2FfzvL5THsgEzrclMf9ZUziICWe2iPj4%3D&reserved=0
https://buysaferx.pharmacy/

